American Postal Workers Union

Austin Area Local 299

General Membership Meeting Minutes

9/20/08

(tape recorded)

President Larry Roberts called the meeting to order at 12:09pm at the AFL-CIO Bldg. George Roman led the pledge of allegiance. There was a roll call of the officers by Secretary Cory L. Purifoy.

Excused Absent: John Mercado, Roy Vasquez, Abdul Essa, Monte Lane, and Joe Aaron

Unexcused Absent:


1.   The General Membership Minutes from July were provided to the members for review and questions. A motion was made by Sister Cathy Robbins and seconded by Brother Al Garcia to accept the minutes from July. (Motion passed)


2.  The Financial Report from July was provided to the members for review and questions.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the Financial Report from July. (Motion passed)
3.  The Financial Report from August was provided to the members for review and questions.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the Financial Report from August. (Motion passed)

4.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local pay $211.00 for 250 cup holders to give away to participants attending the Social & Recreation Committee’s “Coming Together Day” scheduled for October 12, 2008. (Motion passed)
5.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local pay Brother Steve Cabrerra $61.35 for arbitration scheduling issue. (Motion passed)

6.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local set aside 40hrs of LWOP for volunteers during the presidential elections as part of the “Get Out The Vote Drive.” (Motion passed)

7.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local donate $100.00 to the El Amistad Scholarship Fund as part of an annual golf tournament and fundraiser. (Motion passed)
8.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local donate $250.00 to the senior class of Pflugerville High School for their “Project Graduation” event. (Motion passed)
9.  The Executive Board brought forth a request before the General Membership that the local pay Legislative Director John Castillo 8hrs of LWOP for union-related work. (Motion passed)
10.  There was a discussion about human resources closing their doors and operations locally. HRShared Services will be officially taking over human resource activities.

11.  There was a discussion about Hurricane Ike and relief efforts.

12.  President Larry Roberts recommends that local members make food donations to the local food bank to help the organization with providing food to families in need.
13. President Roberts spoke about ways to combat attrition by seeking new members from among post offices outside of the area in places like Luling, Elgin, and Manor, Texas.

14. There was a discussion about the excessing of 500 clerks and 400 mail handlers from the Dallas area and what impact this potentially would have on other postal facilities.
15. President Roberts spoke about the importance of this year’s election.

16. There was a discussion about the postal service taking a closer look at moving to a 4-day work week. President Roberts noted that Postmaster General Potter made a call to APWU National President William Burrus to discuss the issue.

17. Brother John Castillo caught a discrepancy in the Financial Report for July and August. There were identical amounts of $2045.08 for check numbers 6635 and 6691. Treasurer Dan Hillis will be reporting on the discrepancy at the next meeting.

18. Sister Betty Phillips announced that Austin Employees Benefits Association is seeking new members and membership cost only $5. For information about the organization contact Sister Betty Phillips.

Announcement-
Austin Area Local #299 Welcomes New Members:
Bennie Ross, Jose Marrero, Carol Montoya, Louis Jones, Debbie Zachary, Derelle Young, Donna Walton, Alice Paul, Michael Ponich, and 
Valerie Moore

A motion was made that the General Membership accept the names of these new members. (Motion passed)

Names Announced for $25.00 Door Prize (July):

Tuy Cheng, R. Yanez, Freddy Jamerson, Jackie Lawton, L.P. Powell, Davia Burroughs, Lisa Ulbricht, Hasso Friede, Ann Lindaman, C.A. Delegado, Linda Berry, Orlando Fitch, D.A. Black, Yolanda Thompson, Eizasmo Rosillo, A.R. Brown, B.P. Allen, Cassandra Matthews, William Middleton, and J.D. Smith (No Winner Present)

Names Announced for $50.00 Door Prize (September):

T.R. Garcia, G.J. Vaughan, Terry Schwall, Edna Wilson,  Steve Lopez, Nervous Edwards, James Gordon, C.W. Bogusch, Davia Deknock, Louis Navarro Jr., Fernando Espinosa, Peter Salinas, T. Bowser, Phillip Alcala, 
J.L. Thorsen, E.W. Raesz, R. Torres, M.G. Headrick, R.B. Salazar, and T.D. Hofferek (No Winner Present)

October Door Prize is now $75.00

A motion was made by President Larry Roberts to adjourn and seconded by George Roman.

Meeting adjourned at 1:35pm

United As ONE,

Cory L. Purifoy

